PSY 2730 Survey of the Exceptional Child
Winter 2014       

Department of Psychology
Instructor:



Roberto L. Rinaldi, Ph.D.
E-mail:
rinaldi.robertol@gmail.com
Website:
www.rinaldipsych.synthasite.com
Office & Office Hours:
30 minutes before class or contact me through email to make an appointment.
Course Days, Time & Room:
Wedsnedays 6:00PM – 8:55pm, Woodland Hall 111
_________________________________________________________________________

REQUIRED TEXT: Heward, W. L. (2013). Exceptional children: An introduction to 


                                    special education. :Pearson
COURSE DESCRIPTION


This course is a survey of the differences and disturbances among children. The student will be expected to recognize and explain behavioral patterns not considered normal and examine pre-screening and assessment processes and tools. The course will explore interventions that support inclusion and collaboration in the school and community. An understanding of the perspectives on culture and family will be highlighted. Fact, principle, theory and research as it applies to exceptional children from early childhood through transition to adult will be examined.
COURSE OBJECTIVES

The purpose of the course is to develop an appreciation of the characteristics and identification of exceptional children. The course presents the issues in serving exceptional children as they participate in the educational, recreational, and social aspects of their lives. Specifically, 
1. Reflect on their own philosophies about the individual needs of students;

2. Describe legislation relating to individuals with disabilities;

3. Identify the characteristics of exceptional learners;

4. Analyze the issues surrounding the labeling and stereotyping of students;

5. Collaborate in problem-solving activities and curriculum planning for diverse learners

6. Develop effective teaching strategies for all students, including those with disabilities;

7. Differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students in the classroom;

8. Utilize strategies that promote learning and social acceptance in the classroom;

9. Develop classroom accommodations for students with disabilities;

10. Develop strategies that enhance motivation and self-esteem in students;

11. Develop classroom strategies for creating a classroom community;

12. Critique and reflect upon in-class behaviors of teachers that either promote or inhibit              
instruction of students with disabilities in inclusive classrooms.
A key expectation of this course is that you actively participate in the class. In order to do this, you need to be present and be prepared. The most important thing about this course is that you come away with a personal understanding of the material. If you are the kind of student who likes to read the material for the first time the night before major exams and/or sits quietly in the  back of the classroom allowing others to do all of the talking, this course may not be for you.
TEACHING METHODS

This course is organized so that the lecture and readings of this course function together. I am expecting everyone to engage in lively discussions and activities. Class time will be formatted to expound on the readings by emphasizing points, addressing questions, initiating discussion, and applying principles highlighted in the text. It is your responsibility to read and understand all of the assigned readings and not just those we discuss in class.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
CLASS PARTICIPATION/ATTENDANCE



Participation and attendance are welcomed and encouraged. Participation includes contributing knowledgeably to discussions. 

A few group rules are helpful, especially if the class is large.  

(1) Everyone has a chance to participate.  Feel free to ask questions or join in. 

(2) No “side talk,” it is very distracting to people trying to listen or talk.  

(3) No “put-downs,” everyone is entitled to their opinion and deserves respect.



Students are expected to attend every class session. Punctuality in attending classes is expected, as is the timely submission of class assignments and prompt attendance at meetings scheduled outside of class. In accordance with these guidelines, students are expected to recognize that the use of wireless internet during class for the purposes of sending personal e-mails, surfing the internet, or using web-access for non-class related reasons will have a negative impact on class participation grade. 
EXAMS


There will be three exams, which includes the final exam. All exams will consist of multiple-choice format and will cover material presented in lectures and text readings. The final exam will be cumulative. The three exams are worth 100 points each and will account for 30% of your final grade.  Students are expected to be on time for every exam.  Students that arrive more than 15 minutes late to the exam WILL NOT be allowed to take the exam and WILL NOT receive a make up or any adjustments under ANY circumstances. 

If you miss an exam for reasons related to a documented, University of Detroit Mercy sanctioned activities (i.e., military obligations, jury duty, religious days, illness, serious family emergencies, or participation in official college activities of athletic events, performances, etc.), an alternative arrangement will be made in which the final exam will be doubled. This arrangement will only be offered depending on the nature of the emergency (i.e., personal sickness, death, athletic events) and the provision of appropriate documentation within one day of the posted exam date. If you miss an exam for another reason, you will not have the opportunity to retake it.
ASSIGNMENTS

Resource Kit 

In this kit, you are to gather and compile information for parents and family members on a particular exceptionality of your choice. Central to this kit will be a list of activities to be used with parents and families of children with this exceptionality. 
Include:

• a 2-3 page introduction in which you describe the exceptionality, including the psychological and behavioral characteristics [4 pts.]
• a 1-2 page summary of one empirical journal article (an actual study, not a review article) on your topic [8 pts.], which includes:

• Complete reference (author(s), year of publication, title of article, name of    journal, volume number, page numbers)

• What was the topic of the study?

• What have previous studies found? (give a general idea of the previous findings)

• What did the authors expect to find? (i.e., hypothesis)

• Who were the subjects? (number and general demographics)

• What procedures were used?

• What were the general findings? (don’t need to give statistics)

• What were the conclusions of the study?
• Summaries and references to two types of treatments/interventions – one of these must be an educational intervention. These treatments/interventions should be from sources 
other than the textbook for this class and the journal article you summarized. [3 pts. each]
• Reference and a one paragraph description in your own words (do not download from the site) of one relevant web site [2 pts.]
• Compile a list of activities for parents and other family members to use with the exceptional child. There should be at least 3 DIFFERENT activities for each of three age levels: [6 pts. per age group – 2 pts. per activity (up to 3 per age)]
(1) early childhood (up to age 8 years),

(2) middle childhood (ages 8-12 years), and

(3) adolescence (ages 12-18 years).
These activities must be labeled for each age and separated by age level. You should also describe how each of the activities that you’ve listed work on the child’s psychological and behavioral characteristics. You may come up with activities that incorporate cognitive, social, and physical skills, or you can focus on just one of these areas. One of the three activities may be a selection of children’s literature that would be appropriate for a child of that age or level of psychological functioning. If you choose to include children’s literature selections, give a complete reference and a brief description of the piece, along with why it would be appropriate for a child with this exceptionality. You should not down load activities from the world wide web, nor should you take activities from books, articles, or handouts from class. Rather, you should come up with your own activities.
• Prepare a conclusion section in which you describe how this kit will help parents know about this exceptionality.
MAKE SURE THAT YOU CITE YOUR SOURCES THROUGHOUT THE KIT, including references made to the class textbook.
Group Project: Disability in the Media and Reference Guide/Research Project for Diversity in the Classroom


Develop and lead a class discussion about a movie, book, or current media that portrays a person with a disability. Show a short clip of the media or read a selection of printed material. Include an activity that helps establish the purpose of your selection. Assignment will be done in groups. Cooperative groups will conduct research relating to an assigned area of disability. The project will also include a simulation or awareness activity to implement with the class. Partial class time will be given to work on this project in groups. Additional information will be given when the assignment is discussed in class. A rubric for the presentation will be developed.
Homework Assignments


Students will be asked to reflect upon 6 chapters during the course. Each reflection will consist of 1-2 pages (as determined by the professor).
IMPORTANT COLLEGE POLICIES

Compliance with UDM Student-Related Policies

Students of Oakland Community College are expected to comply with all policies and practices established by the College and/or University. Listed below are a few specific policies; however the list is not intended to be exhaustive. A complete listing of all policies can be found in the OCC Student Handbook, and students are expected to be familiar with all OCC student-related policies.
Assessment

Assessment is an on-going process aimed at understanding and improving student learning. It involves making our expectations clear to students and setting appropriate outcomes for learning. It helps determine how well student performance matches those outcomes. It uses the resulting information to improve student learning. The assessment process helps to support OCC’s shared academic culture dedicated to assuring and improving student learning.
Available Support Services


Through the Accessibility Compliance Center and Educational Support Services (ACCESS) Office, Oakland Community College provides any enrolled OCC student who qualifies as a person with a disability with reasonable academic accommodations in compliance with the Title II Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments of 2008 (ADAAA), Rehabilitation Act of 1973; Section 504 & Section 508.

It is the student’s responsibility to contact the ACCESS Office and meet with the ACCESS Coordinator each semester he or she wishes to be reviewed for official classroom accommodation. The ACCESS Office handles disability and personal student information with discretion and confidentiality. If you have questions or would like to initiate this process, please contact your local ACCESS Office.
UDM Policy on Plagiarism and Academic Integrity


It is college policy that no student shall engage in behavior which, in the

judgment of the instructor of the class, may be construed as academic dishonesty. This may include, but is not limited to, plagiarism, presenting another individual’s ideas, data, words, images, or other products without giving credit to the originator, or other forms of academic dishonesty, such as the acquisition (without permission) of tests or other academic materials and/or distribution of the same. This includes students who aid and abet, as well as those who attempt such behavior.


As members of an academic community engaged in the pursuit of truth and with a special concern for values, students are expected to conform to a high standard of honesty and integrity in their academic work. The fundamental assumption under which the college operates is that work submitted by a student is a product of his/her own efforts. 


Among the most serious academic offensives is plagiarism, submitting the style of another author or source without acknowledgment or formal documentation. Plagiarism occurs when specific phrases or entire passages, whether a sentence, paragraph or longer excerpt, are incorporated into one’s own writing without quotation marks or documentation. One also plagiarizes by paraphrasing the work of another, that is, retaining another writer’s ideas and structure without documentation.


Students are advised always to set off another writer’s exact words by quotation marks, with appropriate references. Students avoid plagiarism by concentrating on their own words and ideas and by fully crediting others’ words and ideas when they find their way into the writing. Whenever in doubt, cite the source. 

COURSE GRADE
	Requirement
	Points
	Total

	Exams (3)
	100
	300

	Assignments (2)
	100
	200

	Homework (6)
	25
	150

	Participation
	Extra Credit
	Extra Credit

	Total Points
	
	650


	Grades
	Definition
	Grade Points

	A
	Excellent
	94-100

	A
	
	90-93

	B
	
	87-89

	B
	Good
	84-86

	B
	
	80-83

	C
	
	77-79

	C
	Average
	74-76

	C
	
	70-73

	D
	
	67-69

	D
	Poor
	64-66

	D
	
	60-63

	F
	Failure
	59-0

	Final grades will ultimately be at the discretion of the instructor. Points can be adjusted for weaknesses and strengths that are demonstrated in the area of professional behavior. 


COURSE OUTLINE
Disclaimer:  This is a tentative course outline/schedule that is subject to change. Your understanding and flexibility are greatly appreciated.
Important Dates:
College instruction begins: Monday, January 6

Martin Luther King Jr. Day Recess: Monday, January 20

Mid-Winter Recess (no classes; college offices open): Monday, February 24 - Saturday March 1

College instruction ends: Monday, April 28

Last day for tuition refund: See pgs. 7 - 8 or check class section online

Last day to drop a class: See pg. 8 or check class section online

DATE

TOPICS AND READINGS

Week 1

Introduction



Overview of Course
Week 2

Chapters 1 and 2

Week 3

Chapters 3 and 4
Week 4

Chapter 5 


Test review


Homework 1 due (2 chapters, Jan 29th)

Week 5

Test 1 (Feb 5th)
Week 6

Chapters 6 and 7


Group Work
Week 7

Chapters 8 and 9
Week 8

Spring Break
Week 9

Chapters 10 and 11




Test Review



Homework 2 due (2 chapters, March 5th)


Week 10

Test 2 (March 12th)
Week 11

Chapter 12 and 13




Group Work
Week 12

Chapters 14 and 15



Group Work
Week 13

Presentations
Week 14

Presentations



Resource Kit due (April 9th) 

Week 15

Presentations




Test Review 



Homework 3 due (2 chapters, April 16th)

Final Exam 

April 23
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