PYC 4910 Research in Developmental Psychology
Winter 2014       
Department of Psychology

Instructor:				Roberto L. Rinaldi, Ph.D.
E-mail:	rinaldro@udmercy.edu
Website:	www.rinaldipsych.synthasite.com
Office & Office Hours:	30 minutes before class or contact me through email to make an appointment.
Course Days, Time & Room:	Wednesdays 4:00pm to 6:30pm, Briggs 23
_________________________________________________________________________

REQUIRED TEXT: Miller, S. A. (2007). Developmental research methods (3rd ed.). Thousand 	Oaks: 
                                    Sage.

			Greig, A., Taylor, J., & MacKay, T. (2007). Doing research with children 	
                                    (2nd ed.). Thousand Oaks: Sage.	


COURSE DESCRIPTION

	The role of the scientific method in the study of human development and family science,
including current trends in developmental theory and research; use of measurement strategies; 
and interpretation of research findings in selected areas.  
Prerequisite:  PYC 2500 -Developmental Psychology or equivalent.


TEACHING METHODS

This course is organized so that the lecture and readings of this course function together. I am expecting everyone to engage in lively discussions and activities. Class time will be formatted to expound on the readings by emphasizing points, addressing questions, initiating discussion, and applying principles highlighted in the text. It is your responsibility to read and understand all of the assigned readings and not just those we discuss in class.














COURSE REQUIREMENTS



CLASS PARTICIPATION/ATTENDANCE

		Participation and attendance are welcomed and encouraged. Participation includes contributing knowledgeably to discussions. 

A few group rules are helpful, especially if the class is large.  

(1) Everyone has a chance to participate.  Feel free to ask questions or join in. 
(2) No “side talk,” it is very distracting to people trying to listen or talk.  
(3) No “put-downs,” everyone is entitled to their opinion and deserves respect.

		Students are expected to attend every class session. Punctuality in attending classes is expected, as is the timely submission of class assignments and prompt attendance at meetings scheduled outside of class. In accordance with these guidelines, students are expected to recognize that the use of wireless internet during class for the purposes of sending personal e-mails, surfing the internet, or using web-access for non-class related reasons will have a negative impact on class participation grade. 

EXAM

	There will be one mid-term exam. It will consist of multiple-choice/fill in the blank/essay format and will cover material presented in lectures and text readings. The exam is worth 100 points and will account for 25% of your final grade.  Students are expected to be on time for the exam.  Students that arrive more than 15 minutes late to the exam WILL NOT be allowed to take the exam and WILL NOT receive a make up or any adjustments under ANY circumstances. 

	If you miss the exam for reasons related to a documented, University of Detroit Mercy sanctioned activities (i.e., military obligations, jury duty, religious days, illness, serious family emergencies, or participation in official college activities of athletic events, performances, etc.), an alternative arrangement will be made. This arrangement will only be offered depending on the nature of the emergency (i.e., personal sickness, death, athletic events) and the provision of appropriate documentation within one day of the posted exam date. If you miss the exam for another reason, you will not have the opportunity to retake it.











ASSIGNMENTS


Annotated Bibliography
	For this Assignment, you will write an annotated bibliography using a minimum of three different sources. It is recommended that all of these articles be related to the topic that you will be doing your research proposal on: the articles annotated here can be those used as part of the background material in the research proposal. Be sure to choose actual scientific studies (not a meta-analysis or a literature review on a topic) that provide for a different perspective on your topic. 
	An annotated bibliography for research includes a listing of citations for each different source of information with each citation followed by a brief description of the study and a critical analysis of the research report. The purpose of an annotated bibliography is to help the researcher make sense of the many conflicting and sometimes contradictory results. Most researchers group the different studies together by topic or themes in order to see if a particular pattern emerges. Hopefully, you will begin to see this in your bibliography.
	Upon completion, an annotated bibliography helps the researcher gain an understanding of the entire body of research on a particular subject (i.e., not just one study). In other words, putting together an annotated bibliography helps the researcher to get a broader sense of the results of many different studies on the same subject. In addition, an idea of how the different studies connect to one another and the important themes that are related to a topic often emerge in this process. This is an important first step to take when attempting to develop quality research questions and hypotheses.
Assignment Directions 
1. Select a minimum of three and no more than five different research reports on a relevant topic of interest in the field of psychology. Do your best to include a few different types of sources in your bibliography (e.g., peer reviewed journal, newspaper, book, etc.). In addition, make sure that your sources are current (within the last five years).
2. At the beginning of the Assignment, please include a statement (one or two sentences) indicating what topic or concept connects the articles summarized. 
3. Start off with the full text citation for each study in boldface. Be sure to list your different sources in alphabetical order.
4. Immediately after each full text citation, summarize the following details from the cited source: 
· A full citation of your source, formatted per APA style guidelines 
· A brief description of the research questions and hypotheses
· The method and any criticisms 
· The results 
· The conclusions and any concerns that you may have 
· A critical analysis of the quality and credibility of the study and author(s) 
· How this study connects to or contrasts with other studies on this subject 
· An explanation of how this study will shed new light on your topic 
5. Make sure to provide enough details for the reader to get a clear sense of the study. Ideally you will have two “paragraphs:” the first covering the first four bullet points above, the second covering the remaining three.
6. After the three to five articles have been listed and annotated, end the Assignment with a couple of paragraphs describing how the process of putting together an annotated bibliography helps researchers to develop quality research questions and hypotheses. 
Length: 3-4 pages
The Assignment should: 
· Follow Assignment directions. 
· Use correct APA formatting per the APA Publication Manual, 6th Edition. 
· Demonstrate college-level communication through the composition of original materials in Standard American English.
· Be written in Standard American English and be clear, specific, and error-free. 


Research Proposal
	Draft of Introduction. This Assignment is part of the Final Project’s Research Proposal that you will turn in at the end of the semester. The Assignment for this unit will produce a draft of your Introduction section.
	As noted, this Assignment represents the Introduction section of your Research Proposal. It will be written as a standard paper, with title and references page. When it is revised for inclusion in your Final Project, some changes will need to be made, but if you’ve done well here, those changes will be minor.
	The Introduction section of a Research Proposal includes an explanation of the topic, a literature review of previously published research on the topic of the research being proposed, and a description of the proposed research question and hypotheses.
	Open the Introduction section with an introductory paragraph complete with a thesis statement, just like any paper. From there, move into a discussion of the research topic: describe the topic and the issues around it, define terms that might not be known by the reader. Make sure that they understand the topic.
	Once the reader understands the topic, move smoothly into a literature review discussing recent research on the topic (using the 3-5 articles you found while doing the Unit 2 Discussions and Assignment if you have remained with that topic). Describe each research paper’s hypothesis and method, and critique the methods used and the conclusions that were drawn. Was the research done well? Are the conclusions drawn sound? Did they miss anything?
	After the literature review, transition into a discussion of your proposal’s research question. Explain the question itself and why it needs to be asked and answered. Describe the hypothesis (you may have more than one) that you have formulated and how it relates to the research question.
	Finally, write a summary paragraph that recaps the research topic, the research question and hypothesis, and what the proposed research hopes to accomplish.
Assignment Directions 
To recap in an outline format:
1. Formal title page
2. Introduction section
a. Introduction paragraph (with thesis statement) 
b. Background material - ensuring that the reader understands the research topic
c. Literature review – clearly and completely discussing recent research on the topic using three to five peer-reviewed, scholarly sources
d. The proposed research – What is the proposed research, why is it important? 
i. Define the research question and why it is important or useful to ask and answer the question
ii. Describe the hypothesis and how it will answer the research question
e. A summary paragraph
3. Formal References section
The Assignment should:
· Follow Assignment directions (review grading rubric for best results).
· Use correct APA formatting per the APA Publication Manual, (6th ed.).
· Demonstrate college-level communication through the composition of original materials in Standard American English.
· Be written in Standard American English and be clear, specific, and error-free. 






	Draft of Method Section. This Assignment is part of the Final Project’s Research Proposal that will be turned in at the end of the semester. The Assignment for this unit will produce a draft of your Method section; the first assignment was a draft of the Introduction section; and the Final Project will incorporate revisions of both of these earlier assignments as well as an abstract.
	As noted, this Assignment represents the Method section of your Research Proposal. It should have a title page and references page but should be formatted per the APA Publication Manual’s outline of a Method section (see page 44 of the APA Publication Manual for a graphic and description of the formatting). When it is revised for inclusion in the Final Project, some changes will need to be made, but if you have done well here, those changes will be minor.
	The Method section of a Research Proposal is like the instructions portion of a recipe. It outlines in very specific terms everything that is necessary to cook the dish (to perform the research and collect the data). This includes describing the ingredients in very specific detail (describing the participants and how they are recruited, describing any apparatus or other materials necessary for the research to move forward) and then giving very detailed instructions on how make the dish (the procedure…how one will do the actual research). As with any other recipe, if anything is vague or left out of the description, the result will NOT be what was intended.
	The Method section for the Research Proposal in this course will have five subsections, arranged in this order: Participants, Apparatus/Materials, Measures, Procedure, and Ethical Considerations. Apart from these subsections, there should be no other material in the Method section.
	Under “Participants,” the population to be sampled from should be clearly described and the method of sampling (random, stratified, etc.) described along with the rationale for why that method will be used and how the actual recruitment will be performed.
	“Apparatus/Materials” will describe any equipment or other materials that will be needed for the research. If you intend to use a questionnaire or inventory, it should be clearly identified here.
	The “Measures” subsection describes the variables being assessed in the study. Describe the independent and dependent variables, how they will be analyzed, and how you will assess the reliability and validity of the measures.
	The “Procedure” subsection must be completed in enough detail to ensure that someone else reading it could replicate the experiment exactly as proposed. Referring back to the recipe metaphor: if the recipe doesn’t clearly and exactly describe every step, each person using the recipe is likely to wind up with a very different food at the end. The procedure section should also clearly indicate what type of experimental design is being used (“quantitative, between-subjects design”).
	The final subsection, “Ethical Considerations” will discuss appropriate ethical issues that might arise from performing the research: informed consent, privacy issues, etc. Don’t simply give a laundry list of the APA standards; discuss them in terms of your proposal and how you will ensure that you are in accord with the guidelines. If there are BACB guidelines that might also come into play here, they should also be discussed.
Assignment Directions 
To recap in an outline format:
1. Formal title page (this title page will not be included in the Final Project)
2. Method section
a. Participants subsection (describing population to be tested, describing sampling plan)
b. Materials subsection (describing all equipment and materials needed)
c. Measures subsection (describing variables to be controlled/measured as well as a discussion of reliability and validity)
d. Procedure subsection (detailed description of how the research is to be done, sufficient to permit replication. Clearly label research design)
e. Ethical considerations subsection (discuss APA ethical guidelines with respect to how they must be implemented for the research. ABA students should also discuss anything relevant from BACB guidelines.)
3. References (materials from this page and the Unit 4 Assignment’s references page will be concatenated in the Final Project)
The Assignment should:
· Follow Assignment directions (review grading rubric for best results).
· Use correct APA formatting per the APA Publication Manual, 6th Edition.
· Demonstrate college-level communication through the composition of original materials in Standard American English.
· Be written in Standard American English and be clear, specific, and error-free. If needed, be sure to use the Kaplan University Writing Center for help. 

	Final project. For your Final Project, you will produce a formal research proposal as per APA guidelines (10-15 pages). You will use revisions of the first 2 assignments to create the Introduction and Methods sections. The proposal should contain all of the following sections:
1. A formal title page (with a title that is descriptive of the proposed research)
2. Abstract: Make sure to include the following details here:
a. Problem statement
b. Subjects
c. Methods and procedures used
3. Introduction (a revision of the Unit 4 Assignment): Make sure to include the following components within this section of the paper:
a. A brief review of the literature and how the proposed research fits with other research on this subject
b. A statement of the research problem and why it is important
c. A statement of the purpose of the research
d. Your hypothesis (you can have more than one here), including the variables that you will use to assess your hypothesis and why you believe the hypothesis is true
e. A brief description of how the hypothesis and the research design relates to the problem statement
4. Method (a revision of the Unit 7 Assignment) including the following subsections:
a. Participants or subjects (include your sampling plan here) 
b. Apparatus – any equipment that will be needed
c. Procedure – include sufficient details to ensure the possibility of replication and make sure to clearly label your research method here as well (for example, a quantitative between subjects matched groups design)
d. Measures - include at least one independent and dependent measure here and how you will assess the reliability and validity of your measures
e. Ethical considerations – make sure to state that your subjects were treated in accordance with APA ethical guidelines and briefly outline what steps you took to ensure this in your proposal (ABA students should also include any relevant information from the BACB guidelines for responsible conduct and disciplinary standards documents)
5. Reference section: Include all relevant citations here using APA style guidelines
The Final Project should:
· Follow assignment directions (review grading rubric for best results).
· Use correct APA formatting per the APA Publication Manual (6th ed.).
· Demonstrate college-level communication through the composition of original materials in Standard American English.
· Be written in Standard American English and be clear, specific, and error-free. 








Group Project
	
	You will be required to complete a group project examining a journal articles on a topic in Developmental Psychology. The project involves each member of the group summarizing one empirical article each and together giving a Power Point presentation. You are required to complete an individual written summary of your chosen article. You will use articles from acceptable empirical journals. Since these are empirical articles, this endeavor will require a library trip. Be sure to list your resources (you should have as many sources as there are members in your group). This report is to be five to six pages in length (double spaced, 12 font, and in APA format). No emailed or late assignments will be accepted.


Activity: Reading Journals
PYC 4910

1. What ages are studied in the journal? 
2. Pick one study and identify its research question(s). 
3. What type of research is it?
· Lab vs. field
· Qualitative vs. quantitative
· Basic vs. applied
4. Who are the researchers?
5. Does the title reflect the study being reported?
6. Is the abstract a complete summary?
7. Is the lit review up-to-date and thorough?
8. Are the research questions obvious?
9. Is the sample described?
10. Are the procedures and analysis methods clear?
11. Are the results stated appropriately?
12. Does the discussion include limitations and recommendations? 

	 


IMPORTANT UNIVERSITY POLICIES


Compliance with UDM Student-Related Policies

	Students of the University of Detroit Mercy are expected to comply with all policies and practices established by the College and/or University. Listed below are a few specific UDM policies, however the list is not intended to be exhaustive. A complete listing of all UDM policies can be found in the UDM Student Handbook, and students are expected to be familiar with all UDM student-related policies.


Student Course Evaluations

	Student course evaluations are an important source of information for curricular and teaching improvement in the College of Liberal Arts and Education. As such, all students enrolled in CLAE courses are strongly encouraged to complete an online course evaluation. Course evaluations are completed during the week preceding final exams each semester. Information is provided to students through email explaining how to complete the evaluation online.

Available Support Services

	The University of Detroit Mercy has a wide array of support services available to all students that include the library, media center, tutoring (UAS, 3rd Floor of Library) and Writing Center (Briggs 135). The UDM Student Handbook contains complete information regarding location and hours of operation of the University’s support services. Students are encouraged to utilize the support services provided by the University, as needed.

UDM Policy on Plagiarism and Academic Integrity

	As members of an academic community engaged in the pursuit of truth and with a special concern for values, students are expected to conform to a high standard of honesty and integrity in their academic work. The fundamental assumption under which the University operates is that work submitted by a student is a product of his/her own efforts. 

	Among the most serious academic offensives is plagiarism, submitting the style of another author or source without acknowledgment or formal documentation. Plagiarism occurs when specific phrases or entire passages, whether a sentence, paragraph or longer excerpt, are incorporated into one’s own writing without quotation marks or documentation. One also plagiarizes by paraphrasing the work of another, that is, retaining another writer’s ideas and structure without documentation.

	Students are advised always to set off another writer’s exact words by quotation marks, with appropriate references. Students avoid plagiarism by concentrating on their own words and ideas and by fully crediting others’ words and ideas when they find their way into the writing. Whenever in doubt, cite the source. 

	Students that purchase essays from other students or agencies or who copy from one another or from prohibited sources, commit the most serious type of academic dishonesty. The consequences of plagiarism, or any act of academic dishonesty, may range from failure on an assignment or in a course to dismissal from the University.

Disability Support Services and Accommodations

	If you need course accommodations because of a disability (including a physical, mental, or emotional disability), if you have emergency medical information to share, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please contact Emilie Gallegos, Director of University Academic Services/Disability Support Services at gallegem@udmercy.edu or (313) 578-0310 to schedule an appointment. University Academic Services is located on the 3rd Floor of the Library on the McNichols Campus. Students with special needs are urged to identify themselves to the faculty to discuss their concerns. However, faculty cannot provide disability accommodations without official notification from the Disability Support Services office.
































COURSE GRADE




13


	Requirement
	Points
	Total

	Exam (1)
	100
	100

	Assignments (5)
	100
	500

	Participation
	Extra Credit
	Extra Credit

	Total Points
	
	600




	Grades
	Definition
	Grade Points

	A
	Excellent
	94-100

	A
	
	90-93

	B
	
	87-89

	B
	Good
	84-86

	B
	
	80-83

	C
	
	77-79

	C
	Average
	74-76

	C
	
	70-73

	D
	
	67-69

	D
	Poor
	64-66

	D
	
	60-63

	F
	Failure
	59-0

	Final grades will ultimately be at the discretion of the instructor. Points can be adjusted for weaknesses and strengths that are demonstrated in the area of professional behavior. 





COURSE OUTLINE

Disclaimer:  This is a tentative course outline/schedule that is subject to change. Your understanding and flexibility are greatly appreciated.			


Week	Date		Topic				 Miller		Greig		Activity	

Part I: Fundamentals					

1	1/08		INTRODUCTION		                  Ch. 1		Ch. 1		Asking questions

2	1/15		TYPES OF RESEARCH	  	  Chs. 6-7 	Ch. 4		Reading journals

3	1/22		RESEARCH PRINCIPLES	                  Ch. 2		Chs. 2-3	                Writing hypotheses 

4	1/29		RESEARCH DESIGN	   	  Ch. 3 		Ch. 5		Designing a study
		
5	2/5		RESEARCH METHODS	   	  Chs. 4-5	                Chs. 6-7	                Selecting measures

6	2/12		RESEARCH ETHICS		  Ch. 9		Ch. 9		Consent forms

7	2/19		MIDTERM EXAM						Teams assigned*

Part II:	Applications					

8	2/26		LIBRARY RESEARCH		Meet at the library		Searching databases 
								
	3/05		SPRING BREAK			  

9	3/12		TEAM MEETINGS		Ch. 11, 12, 13 or 14*		Writing proposals 
								
10	3/19		RESEARCH REPORTS		Ch. 10				PROPOSALS DUE		
11	3/26		CONSULTATION				Ch. 10		                Collecting data

12	402		ANALYZING DATA		Ch. 8				Graphing data

13	4/09		PRESENTING RESULTS						Creating slides

14	4/16		TEAM PRESENTATIONS					                Review APA Style							
15	    4/23		NO CLASS							PAPERS DUE

Due dates

Bibliography 29th January 

Intro February 19th

Method’s Section March 19th

Final Last day of class

[bookmark: _GoBack]Group  Project 16th April
